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500 Aquaboxes sent to Bangladesh to help Rohingya refugee crisis
Almost 600,000 Rohingya refugees have crossed into
Bangladesh since August, fleeing the violence in neighbouring
Myanmar. With thousands still crossing the border each day,
the total number is soon expected to exceed 1 million.
They have arrived exhausted, hungry and sick after walking for
days from their villages through jungles, across mountains and
rivers, carrying what little they could bring from home. There
is an urgent need for emergency relief items as more refugees
arrive. Access to clean safe drinking water is also urgently
required to prevent the risk of disease spreading.
Rohingya refugee families in Bangladesh

Aquabox has responded by sending 500 boxes of humanitarian aid, which left
the depot on 27th October, to provide much-needed help and our Rotary
friends in Bangladesh will be assisting in their distribution.
Each Aquabox is designed for a family and contains over 70 items including
shelter materials and tools, sheets and blankets, cooking utensils, personal
hygiene items, baby and children’s clothing, educational items and children’s
toys, as well as an AquaFilter Family unit for providing safe drinking water.

Aquaboxes being prepared for
dispatch to Bangladesh

Providing safe drinking water after the devastation of the hurricanes in the Caribbean
On 6th September 2017 Hurricane Irma crossed the Caribbean
leaving a trail of destruction in its wake, followed 10 days later by
Hurricane Maria. The damage caused by these hurricanes
resulted in major problems with water supplies, sanitation, food
supply, electricity, transportation, shelter and communications.
A consignment of 15 Aqua12 boxes, each containing 12
AquaFilter Family units (so 180 in total), has been shipped to the
British Virgin Islands. Designed for use by individuals or a family,
an AquaFilter Family unit can deliver 1 litre per minute of safe
drinking water.
The Aquabox Trustees have worked tirelessly over the last few weeks to identify a secure and effective channel of
distribution for our water filters and aid boxes and we are very grateful to our friends in Rotary District 7020, which
covers much of the Caribbean, for their help in enabling this shipment to happen. In addition, we will shortly be
sending 5 AquaFilter Community units and 75 Aquaboxes to Dominica, in partnership with another Rotary charity
Roll Out The Barrel, based on the Isle of Wight.

Working with CART to help refugees in Eritrea
Through our partners Christian African Relief Trust (CART) 100
Aquaboxes were dispatched on 20th October to help support
displaced and homeless refugees in Eritrea fleeing from
persecution in Yemen and Ethiopia.

Aquaboxes bound for Eritrea ready for shipment

Many of the refugees have arrived in Eritrea with just the
clothes they were wearing and no possessions. There is an
urgent need for emergency relief items as more refugees arrive,
as well as access to clean safe drinking water.

Aquabox helps the flood victims in Bangladesh
A consignment of 10 Aqua12s (120 AquaFilter Family units) and 15
AquaFilter Community units left the Aquabox depot in Cromford on
13th October bound for Dhaka in Bangladesh to help the victims of
the recent flooding there. The aid will be distributed by Rotary
Clubs in Bangladesh to the affected areas.
Across Bangladesh, India and Nepal more than 41 million people
have been affected by the monsoon rains and flooding which have
devastated the region since August. Over 1,200 lives have been lost
and nearly a million houses damaged or destroyed after being
submerged in the floods.

AquaFilter boxes destined for Bangladesh are
loaded onto a lorry at the depot in Cromford

The IFRC (International Federation of Red Cross) has described the flooding in Bangladesh as the most serious in 40
years. The organisation estimates that 700,000 homes have been partially or totally destroyed and up to a third of
its terrain, much of it farmland, left submerged, raising fears of food shortages as the country grapples to deal with
a shortfall in staple produce. Providing clean water and sanitation are major priorities, as the floodwaters can
become a breeding ground for deadly diseases such as diarrhoea, cholera and typhoid.

Sponsored ‘tramper’ ride in aid of Aquabox
Two brothers, John and Geoff Buckley, achieved a bucket list wish
come true when they travelled from Middleton Top to Parsley Hay and
back, a distance of some 23 miles, on ‘tramper’ mobility scooters to
mark the 50th anniversary of the last steam train to do this journey.

John and Geoff Buckley with members of their
family and supporters at the start of their ride

Their father, Sam Buckley, was the driver of this last train in April 1967
and was described as “a railwayman of rare quality”. Middleton Top to
Parsley Hay is now part of the High Peak Trail in Derbyshire. In 1967 it
was a section of the Cromford and High Peak Railway.

John has been a Wirksworth Rotarian for 54 years and an Aquabox volunteer since the charity and community
project was set up and managed by the Rotary Club of Wirksworth in 1992. Geoff, together with his wife Cynthia,
were founder members of a medical charity and devoted to it 33 years of voluntary service. John and Geoff want to
thank everyone for their generous donations to Aquabox which have now reached £1,300 with gift aid.

Well done to John and Geoff for their magnificent achievement!

Rotary Club of Buxton raises over £500 for Aquabox
and Rotary Hurricane Relief Fund
A big thank you to the Rotary Club of Buxton who raised over £500 jointly
for Aquabox and the Rotary Hurricane Relief Fund (which is aiding those
impacted by the recent Caribbean hurricanes) through their public collections in
September. The picture shows Buxton Rotarians demonstrating the before and
after effect of using an Aquabox water filter!

An evening of Sea Shanty Songs for Aquabox
Our thanks also go to the Rotary Club of Alfreton who held an evening of sea
shanty songs in aid of Aquabox on Friday 20th October. An audience of 100 people
had a fun evening at Riddings Community Centre being entertained by the ‘Stormy
Weather Boys’, who gave amusing background stories to the sea shanty songs they
were singing. The evening raised £553 for Aquabox.
For more information, including ways in which you can help Aquabox,
visit our website at: www.aquabox.org
or follow us on Facebook at: www.facebook.com/aquaboxcharity
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