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Aquabox sends vital aid to Yemen and Somaliland
After years of conflict and civil war, the people of Yemen and Somalia
are facing many severe crises, including displacement, famine and the
outbreak of diseases such as cholera. There is an urgent need for
humanitarian aid and access to safe drinking water.
Working with our fellow Rotary charity Water Survival Box, 15 Aqua12
boxes (a total of 180 Family Filters) were despatched last month to
Somaliland, and 60 Aquaboxes containing vital humanitarian aid items
were sent to Yemen through the Jubilee Outreach Yorkshire charity.

“That water filter is good. I used it and the water was crystal clear.”
Thanks to the Rotary team in the Caribbean responsible for the distribution of the
Aqua12 boxes and Water Survival Boxes sent to Anguilla, Saint Martin and St Maarten
after Hurricanes Irma and Maria struck the region last year, we have received a detailed
report which contains some very positive feedback from the recipients of the aid. The
report also includes a number of quotes from users of our Family Filters, such as the one
above and these:
 “The water filter came in handy. I had to use it when GEBE [the water company] took off
the water.”
 “I really appreciate the water filter. It is good to have around, especially in the hurricane
season.”
 “I like the water filter. It is good to have one just in case GEBE goes. Can I have two more
for my other family members?”

Community Filters distributed in Puerto Rico
In coordination with the Mayor of Moca and the Moca Rotary Club in Puerto
Rico, 12 AquaFilter Community Units have been distributed to the heads of
different communities to install them locally. The filters will significantly help
people still lacking a clean water supply following the devastating hurricanes
which hit the island last autumn. All this would not have been possible without
the help of the Rotary Club of Liberty in New York State, USA, who have several
projects ongoing in Puerto Rico.

Further aid boxes and filters sent to Nepal
A consignment of 200 Aquabox aid boxes and 12 Community Filters left the
Aquabox depot in April destined for Nepal. This is part of our continued
support for communities there who are still struggling to rebuild their lives
in the aftermath of last year’s floods.
The headlines may have gone, but the need for Aquabox to continue its
relief to the affected people and communities of Nepal goes on.

Music In The Gardens

A last-minute reminder that Music In The Gardens returns to Sheffield's
Botanical Gardens with 3 evenings of music performed by top artists from
29th June to 1st July. Aquabox and the Huntington’s Disease Association have
been chosen as the 2 charities to benefit from the last night of the event on
Sunday 1st July, with the Sheffield Philharmonic and the Unite the Union Brass
Band playing well-known hits from West End and Broadway musicals.

Last year’s event raised more than £1200 for Aquabox and we’re hoping for even more this time. Please come along
and support us and have a great time. Tickets are on sale from www.sivtickets.com.

The Princess Royal visits Aquabox stand at Rotary conference in Torquay
Her Royal Highness The Princess Royal visited the Aquabox
stand at the Rotary in Great Britain & Ireland annual conference
in Torquay in April. She spent more than two hours visiting the
conference and, as well as giving a keynote speech to
delegates, toured the exhibition areas chatting to Rotary
members and charity representatives.
At the Aquabox stand, The Princess Royal was shown how the
AquaFilter Family Unit works and how Aquabox responds to
disasters across the world. She was impressed by the simplicity
of the filter and congratulated Aquabox on its efforts in helping
to save lives.

Can you design and build a self-propelled vessel capable of carrying an Aquabox?
That was the task given to children at Eyemouth High School as part of
a technology challenge organised by the Rotary Club of Eyemouth
recently. The completed vessel had to travel along a river (represented
by a piece of drainpipe!) from an airfield to a village, which had been
struck by a natural disaster.

A vessel makes its way down the river in the
Eyemouth High School technology challenge

A number of judges and mentors were on hand to assist the children,
ranging from retired nuclear engineers, to working engineers from
Ahlstrom-Munksjö, an international producer of fibre-based materials,
and Tarmac Cement, as well as two senior NCOs from HMS Prince of
Wales, the second aircraft carrier being constructed at Rosyth.

Aquabox woos the Water Industry!
Thanks to the very considerable generosity of Faversham House, the media
organisation supporting utilities in the UK, Aquabox was able to have a presence at
the ‘Utility Week Live’ event in May at the NEC, Birmingham.
Members of the Aquabox team staffed the stand over the two days of the show,
making contacts with representatives across the water industry in the UK and
beyond. Every opportunity was taken to explain the role of Aquabox in providing
‘first response’ humanitarian relief in disaster areas across the globe. A considerable
amount of interest was generated and it is hoped that contacts made during the
show will bring tangible benefits to the charity.

Turning pies and peas into humanitarian aid!
The Rotary Club of Bakewell has been a long-standing supporter of Aquabox
and it was with great pleasure that President Chris Webb was able to present
Aquabox Trustee Roger Cassidy with a cheque for £600 (pictured left), the
profit made from a Pie and Pea Supper held earlier in the year.
On the same theme, an evening of traditional Ceilidh dancing with a Pie and
Pea Supper in Wirksworth in April raised over £1,000 for Aquabox.

Other recent fundraising activities for Aquabox include a beetle drive held by
the Clay Cross Inner Wheel which made £150, and a quiz night organised by St
Luke's Church in Heage which raised £225. Thank you to all for their support.
For more information, please visit our website or follow us on Facebook.
www.aquabox.org
www.facebook.com/aquaboxcharity
Aquabox is a registered charity, number 1098409.

